
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE MORGAN LIBRARY & MUSEUM NAMES 
 LINDA WOLK-SIMON TO HEAD ITS INTERNATIONALLY 

ACCLAIMED DEPARTMENT OF DRAWINGS 
 

 

New York, NY, February 25, 2011—William M. Griswold, Director of The Morgan Library & 

Museum, announced today the appointment of Linda Wolk-Simon as Charles W. Engelhard Curator and 

Head of the Morgan’s renowned Department of Drawings and Prints. The Morgan houses one of the 

world’s finest collections of old master drawings, as well as a growing collection of nineteenth-century and 

modern works on paper. 

 

Ms. Wolk-Simon was most recently Curator in the Department of Drawings and Prints at New York’s 

Metropolitan Museum of Art, where she has held a number of positions over more than two decades. A 

specialist in Italian Renaissance art, she will assume her duties at the Morgan in May.  Her appointment 

concludes a broad, international search. 

 

“I am delighted that Linda Wolk-Simon will join the Morgan’s team of outstanding curators,” Mr. Griswold 

remarked in making the announcement. “Linda has laid out a compelling vision for the future of one of the 

most important of the Morgan’s collections. She is noted in the field for the vitality of her exhibitions and 

the excellence of her scholarship. This is an exciting time in the department, as the collections continue to 

grow, particularly in the area of modern and contemporary drawings, and as we seek to expand our 

exhibition program and educational offerings.” 

 

The Department of Drawings and Prints is the largest of the Morgan’s curatorial departments, and its 

approximately 25,000 works span the fourteenth century to the present. The department is especially strong 

in drawings from the Italian, French, Dutch, and British schools, and the list of important artists represented 

is vast, ranging from Michelangelo and Raphael to Dürer, Rubens, Fragonard, David, Watteau, 

Gainsborough, Constable, and Turner, to name only some of the highlights. The department also has the 

largest and finest collection of Rembrandt etchings in America. In recent years, with support from Trustee 

Eugene V. Thaw and under the energetic leadership of Isabelle Dervaux, Acquavella Curator of Modern and 

Contemporary Drawings, the Morgan has systematically expanded its collection and programs to encompass 

the twentieth and even twenty-first centuries. 
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“It is a supreme honor to be appointed to head the Department of Drawings and Prints and to follow in the 

tracks of so many distinguished predecessors,” said Ms. Wolk-Simon. “The Morgan houses one of the 

preeminent collections in the world, and the depth, breadth, and quality of the holdings are truly 

extraordinary. I look forward to working with Bill Griswold and my new colleagues as we set out to create a 

template for the future and to craft the next chapter of the department’s long and impressive history.” 

 

Upon Ms. Wolk-Simon’s arrival, the Morgan will begin a search for a curator of its outstanding collection of 

Dutch and Flemish drawings. Plans also call for Ms. Wolk-Simon to launch a long-range program of major 

international loan shows of old master drawings, beginning with the first-ever monographic presentation of 

the drawings of the seventeenth-century Italian artist and satirical poet Salvator Rosa. Focused exhibitions 

highlighting individual masterpieces or small groups of distinguished works in the Morgan’s collection and 

supplemented by a few key loans; a rotating installation of selected works from the Morgan’s extensive and 

varied holdings of drawings and prints; and thematic exhibitions bringing together works from a number of 

different curatorial divisions will also be part of the department’s program.    

 

Ms. Wolk-Simon received her Ph.D. in the History of Art from the University of Michigan. In 1986 she 

joined the staff of The Metropolitan Museum, where she was a curator in the Robert Lehman Collection, 

coordinator of the museum’s World War II-era Provenance Research Project, and a curator in the 

Department of Drawings and Prints specializing in Italian drawings.  She also served for many years as 

reviews editor for the scholarly journal Master Drawings, which has its headquarters at the Morgan.  

 

At the Metropolitan Museum she organized or co-curated numerous well-received exhibitions, including 

most recently Art and Love in Renaissance Italy; Raphael at the Metropolitan: The Colonna Altarpiece; and An 

Italian Journey, Correggio to Tiepolo: Italian Drawings in the Tobey Collection. A noted expert on the art of 

Raphael and his followers, she has contributed essays, articles, and reviews to numerous publications; 

lectured extensively in the United States and abroad; and was the recipient of a Fulbright Grant, and of a 

Kress Fellowship from the Center for Advanced Study in the Visual Arts, at the National Gallery of Art. Her 

publication Raphael at the Metropolitan: The Colonna Altarpiece was named most outstanding essay devoted to a 

single work of art by the Association of Art Museum Curators.   

 

The Morgan Library & Museum 
The Morgan Library & Museum began as the private library of financier Pierpont Morgan, one of the 
preeminent collectors and cultural benefactors in the United States. Today, more than a century after its 
founding in 1906, the Morgan serves as a museum, independent research library, musical venue, 
architectural landmark, and historic site. In October 2010, the Morgan completed the first-ever restoration 
of its original McKim building, Pierpont Morgan’s private library, and the core of the institution. In tandem 
with the 2006 expansion project by architect Renzo Piano, the Morgan now provides visitors 
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unprecedented access to its world-renowned collections of drawings, literary and historical manuscripts, 
musical scores, medieval and Renaissance manuscripts, printed books, and ancient Near Eastern seals and 
tablets.  
 
General Information 
The Morgan Library & Museum 
225 Madison Avenue, at 36th Street, New York, NY 10016-3405 
212.685.0008 
www.themorgan.org 
 
Hours 
Tuesday–Thursday, 10:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.; extended Friday hours, 10:30 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m.; Sunday, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.; closed Mondays, Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day, and New Year’s 
Day. The Morgan closes at 4 p.m. on Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve. 
 
Admission 
$15 for adults; $10 for students, seniors (65 and over), and children (under 16); free to Members and 
children, 12 and under accompanied by an adult. Admission is free on Fridays from 7 to 9 p.m. Admission is 
not required to visit the Morgan Shop. 
 

 

 

 


